Use of ocular compression to induce vagal stimulation and aid in controlling seizures in seven dogs.
Ocular compression (OC) was used to treat 7 dogs with seizures. Treatment was accomplished by use of digital pressure applied to one or both eyes by veterinarians, hospital staff, or owners. The OC was believed to exert an effect through stimulation of the vagus nerve. Use of OC appeared to be efficacious for aborting seizures in 3 dogs, decreasing heart rate and causing muscle relaxation in 1 dog, and preventing onset of seizures in 2 other dogs. In 1 dog, rhythmic application of OC caused onset of rhythmic facial twitches. Administration of OC may be beneficial in treating seizuring dogs.